
A Landscape Made for a 
Park
Stretching along the edges of San Francisco 
and San Pablo Bays, the Peninsula offers a 
dramatic mix of rugged shoreline and hillside 
uplands. Especially iconic is the close-up view 
of the historic East Brother Light Station, built 
in 1871.

From the upper slopes, sweeping views open 
toward Mount Tamalpais, eight Bay islands, 
the Richmond–San Rafael Bridge, the San 
Francisco skyline, and the wide waters of the 
Bay itself.

Few places in the Bay Area combine such 
physical beauty with such a strong sense of 
place. This landscape feels coastal, expan-
sive, and wild — yet sits just minutes from the 
heart of Richmond.

A Park with Depth, Not Just 
Scenery
Long before modern development, the Huichin 
Ohlone people lived and worked along these 
shores. Later came maritime industries and a 
rail line connecting the Peninsula to the wider 
region.

In the early 1900s, more than 100 fishing boats 
— crewed primarily by Italian immigrants — 
brought in sardines, shrimp, and whales for 
processing. Ships arrived from Pacific islands 
carrying molasses and coconut oil for onshore 
storage and refining. Much of this layered 
history remains visible today in shoreline forms 
and upland terraces. It was — and remains — 
a place distinct from Point Molate. Rather than 
erasing this past, a regional shoreline park 
could embrace it through interpretive trails 
and storytelling that help visitors understand 
how the Bay Area was shaped.
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LEARN MORE + PARTICIPATE!

To learn more about TRAC and Point Molate trails, download maps 
and guides, etc, visit: https://www.pointrichmond.com/bay-trail/

Just north of Point Molate, where incoming tides from San Francisco Bay meet the 
waters of San Pablo Bay, lies one of the Bay Area’s most extraordinary — and least 
understood — landscapes: the Point San Pablo Peninsula.

Long shaped by industry and restricted access, this rugged headland is now poised 
for renewal. As the East Bay Regional Park District advances plans for a Regional 
Shoreline park at Point Molate, a rare opportunity emerges: to envision the Point 
San Pablo Peninsula as its natural extension — creating a continuous, world-class 
shoreline park unlike any other.
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A Once-in-a-Generation Opportunity

Large, continuous stretches of former industrial Bay shoreline rarely become 
available for public recreation — especially where inclusive, thoughtful planning is 
possible from the start.

The City of Richmond owns the 47-acre former Terminal 4 at Point San Pablo. At 
nearby 276- acre Point Molate, approximately 70 percent is City-owned, with the 
remaining portion owned by the East Bay Regional Park District. Chevron owns 
the intervening lands and has committed to allowing the San Francisco Bay Trail 
connection between Point Molate and Point San Pablo. Together, these lands form 
the backbone of a connected public shoreline of regional significance.
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A Seamless Recreational Extension
On land, 1.5 miles of the San Francisco Bay Trail will link Point Molate, Point San 
Pablo, and the Harbor — creating a spectacular shoreline route for walking, cycling, 
and wildlife viewing.

On the water, carefully designed launches and small docks could open the Bay 
to kayaking and paddleboarding along the Peninsula’s shoreline and around East 
Brother Light Station, connecting with nearby Water Trail sites at Point Pinole and 
Ferry Point.
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