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This Point…..in time 

For many years, the only visitors were the 
Indians making seasonal visits to gather shellfish.  
In 1871 there came the Chinese shrimp fishermen 
with their camp, mostly South of the Point (see 
photo on page 5).  As a result of declining 
production and legislative controls the camp 
gradually reduced until it was abandoned in 1912.  
But, by far the most enduring and memorable 
impact on the Point Molate area came as a result of 
the San Francisco earthquake of 1906, which 
destroyed the buildings of the California Wine 
Association. 

The California Wine Association was formed 
in 1901 as a cooperative among seven wineries.   
Their Calwa brands were a major force in 
California wine-making for a number of years.  In 
1907 they purchased 48 acres on the north side of 
Point Molate and began construction of what would 
become the largest winery in the world until the 
advent of Prohibition in 1920. 

At an expense of over one million dollars they 
constructed a major red brick winery building 
reminiscent of Rhineland castles with its crenellated 
parapets and towers along with secondary shipping 
buildings, power generation, a hotel for workers and 
eventually cottages and a school.  The location was 
seen as ideal because a quarry near Point Castro had 
resulted in a railroad connection to the Richmond 
Belt Railway in 1909, thus connecting to the rest of 
the country to the East, in addition to deep water 
access for shipping around the world and river 
access for shipping up the Sacramento River. 

The winery’s shipping capacity was 500,000 
gallons a month and could crush 25,000 tons of 
grapes in a single crushing.  They had cooperage for 
10,000,000 gallons of wine and over 3,000 vats for 
initial aging.  The largest of these were 58 feet in 
diameter and had a capacity of 25,000 gallons. For 
reference, some of my favorite Sonoma wineries 
have an annual production of less than 10,000 
gallons (3,000 cases is a little more than 7,000 

gallons).  The Winehaven warehouse could hold 
8,000,000 gallons and more than 15,000,000 bottles 
were kept on hand for restocking. 

The winery produced wines using 67 different 
varieties of grapes from over 40 vineyards, 
including dry wines, sweet wines, and brandy.  
Sweet wine production was about 2/3 of the amount 
of the dry wine production.. 

After construction was completed, there were 
more than 120 employees full time and over 400 
during seasonal peaks.  There were 29 rooms in the 
hotel for the construction crew and later the 
bachelor employees.  Additional early housing was 
provided by the City of Stockton, a riverboat 
anchored in the cove (at left in the photo on page 1). 
Later, a number of cottages were constructed. 

Reputedly, when France’s wine production was 
destroyed by phylloxera, Winehaven shipped an 
“emergency 18,000,000 gallons of “French style” 
wine to help tide them over, as well as providing 
rootstock for the replanting. 

This somewhat amazing enterprise was brought 
to a halt by the Volstead Act which imposed 
prohibition effective in 1920.  The winery was 
caught with full warehouses and no way to sell their 
stock.  There was fear of wine getting in the hands 
of bootleggers, in response to which, the story is 
told, nearly 250,000 gallons of wine was dumped in 
the Bay.  Supposedly one could simply grab fish by 
hand for a while after that! 

The winery attempted to keep going by 
producing grape juice, but ultimately the 
Association dissolved its assets beginning in 1926, 
but not completing until 1941.  The property was 
then acquired by the Navy for fuel storage and 
refueling. 

Thomas Mercer-Hursh 
 
Thanks to J.A. Vincent, George Collier, and      

Lucretia Edwards who wrote material I read to prepare 
this article and to Bruce Beyaert, who provided me with 
those materials. 
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Charlie Brown 
at the Masquers 

A Review by Theresa de Valence 

Unlike Kyle Johnson (who plays Charlie 
Brown), I have always thought of Charlie 
Brown as a rather pathetic character. Yet 
(much to my surprise), I felt warmly towards 
Charlie early in the show. 

 

Of course, they are all crazy characters. 
Moreover,  they break into song and dance at 
the slightest provocation. The show causes a 
joyful uplifting of spirit, quite appropriate for 
the season. It is a perfect show for kids. Adults, 
too. 

 

The unanimous winner of the show (there 
were two of us voting) is David Irving (as 
Snoopy) who successfully makes the shift from 
a man into a dog. Snoopy is enchanting and 
very funny, particularly while scratching (like 
a dog).  Dealing with anything other than 
kibble, Snoopy’s expressions of boredom  are 
absolutely side-splitting. 

 

Lucy (played by  Michelle Pond) is a sexy 
6 year old, engaging and determined, who 
provides a crisp interpretation of bossiness. 
Her performance as a gorgeous princess is a 
charming reminder of a great many little girls.   

 

Coley Grundman is enjoyable to watch. As 
Shroeder, his hands demand a lot of attention, 
very delicately making movements, such as 
playing the piano. To say nothing of his highly 
mobile feet! 

 

I never really understood the relationship 
between the characters in the Charlie Brown 

comic strip, but I know now that Sally (played 
by Shay Oglesby-Smith) is the world’s bestest 
younger sister. Everybody ought to have a 
younger sister as dense, careless, loyal and 
affectionate. 

 

Ted Bigornia adds insight into the 
character of Linus. Linus (and his blanket) 
have all the determination of a much abused 
younger brother, wildly taking on defense of 
self, older siblings, and the world.  

 

Thank you all for a great show. Definitely 
‘tis “Good for a good laugh. Very enjoyable.” 


